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ACLU of Nevada Seeks Applicants For Its Student Legal Program

The American Civil Liberties Union of Nevada's Student Legal Program gives law
students the opportunity to work as part of the ACLU of Nevada's legal team. It
was heralded by one student as “the best experience” that she had in law
school, explaining that “no other program has taught me more about how to be a
good, moral lawyer than my experience at the ACLU.”

During the summer of 2009, the ACLU of

Nevada hosted students from law schools

across the country (Harvard, The

University of Illinois, UNLV, Seattle

University and UVAJ. The summer

program included research seminars and

a First Amendment workshop, as well as

social and cultural activities. Students

noted the “friendly atmosphere” of the office and the balance between fun and
hard work.

The ACLU of Nevada is a dynamic organization dedicated to protecting civil
liberties across the state of Nevada. An affiliate of the national American Civil
Liberties Union, the ACLU of Nevada is a prestigious organization with a long
track record of successfully defending the Bill of Rights and operating as a
crucial government watchdog across the state.

The ACLU of Nevada works in a wide array of areas, from LGBT issues to
immigration and criminal justice. Contrary to popular belief, the ACLU of
Nevada is not a “liberal” organization. It is a nonpartisan organization dedicated
to preserving civil liberties and civil rights. The ACLU of Nevada has written
amicus briefs in political cases brought by “conservatives” and “liberals” alike.
The ACLU of Nevada was the first ACLU affiliate to support an individual's
constitutional right to bear arms under the Second Amendment.

Application Information

The ACLU of Nevada’s
successes include:
Halting an execution.

Obtaining a court order
allowing an Orthodox Jewish
police officer to wear the
beard mandated by his
religious beliefs at his desk
job at Metro.

Establishing that the First
Amendment applies to The
Strip and Fremont Street.

Stopping retroactive
application of sex offender
laws that would have
classified even minor crimes
committed as long ago as

1956 as “sex crimes”
requiring “sex offender”
registration and allowing

community notification.

Invalidating an ordinance that
criminalized sharing food with
the homeless in Las Vegas.

The ACLU seeks individuals with excellent academic credentials and, most importantly, a desire to learn about the
ACLU of Nevada’'s work. Flexibility and the ability to work as part of a team are a must. Please provide a resume,

writing sample, transcript, and contact information for at least two references.

T If you are applying via UNLV's externship program, please indicate that in your cover letter and be sure to

provide the complete application package.

1 The ACLU of Nevada cannot offer funding; however, extern credit or funding may be available through your law
school or through grant programs. Please contact your school for information.
1 Applicants are encouraged to submit materials by March 8, 2010 and we hope to make decisions by April 9,

2010.

Please send applications to:
732 S. 6™ St., Suite 200A
Las Vegas, Nevada 89101

Tamika Shauntee, ACLU of Nevada

The ACLU of Nevada believes in equal opportunity and does
not discriminate based on age, sex, gender identity, sexual
orientation, disability, race, religion, or national origin.



A CIVIL LIBERTARIAN SUMMER

LAW SCHOOL INTERNS GET FIRSTHAND LEGAL AND ADVOCACY EXPERIENCE

In early summer of 2009, six law
students gathered at the ACLU
offices in Las Vegas and Reno. All
had impressive resumes and came
from a diverse array of schools
including Harvard, the University
of Virginia, UNLV’s Boyd School
of Law, Seattle University, and the
University of Illinois. They had
traveled from near and far with two
things in common: a passion for
civil rights and an impending
summer internship with the ACLU
of Nevada.

What motivated them to come
here? Harvard Law student Su Shi
was drawn to the ACLU’s national
reputation. “I was inspired to work
for the ACLU because I think it’s
an important organization that
does some amazing work,” she
says. “l especially appreciate that it
works to support populations and
causes that are not always looked
upon favorably.” During her two
months in Las Vegas, Su Shi had
the opportunity to work with
prisoners, homeless people, and
immigrant populations.

K.J. Bagchi, who worked in the
ACLU’s Reno office, felt called
back to the state. “Being raised in
Nevada,” he says, “I could not pass
up the opportunity to come back
home and work in my old
community to ensure that civil
liberties and rights were protected.”

During the summer program, the
interns were exposed to all aspects
of litigation and advocacy work.

Under the supervision of the
organization’s legal staff, the
students were able to plunge

headfirst into drafting legal briefs,

consulting with potential
plaintiffs, and attending
community meetings. !

Su Shi feels these hands- |
on opportunities made [FJ
the experience especially
valuable. “I was amazed
that I got to draft several
documents that were
actually filed in court as |}
opposed to pumping out
memos day in and day
out,” she says. Although
all  documents were
reviewed and edited by the legal
staff, allowing students to do the
initial writing and craft their own
legal arguments was a unique
opportunity not offered at most
summer legal programs.

The interns also had plenty of
opportunities to socialize with each
other and the ACLU staff. In
addition to a statewide training
session held in Las Vegas, the
students attended a celebration in
honor of Nevada’s domestic
partnership legislation and a
number of informal excursions
around town.

Staff Attorney Maggie McLetchie
knows that the planning and
supervision that goes into the
internship program, now in its
second year, is well worth the time.
“Our internship program continues
to grow in size and stature, and it’s
an invaluable resource for our legal
program,” she said. “We are all
inspired by the interns’ enthusiasm
and their quality of work is
consistently impressive.”

What do the interns take away
from their time at the ACLU of

Left to Right: ACLU of Nevada summer interns
Brett Harris, Ashley Scarborough, Leo Wolpert,
Su Shi, and Tyler Lacey, based in Las Vegas

Summer extern K.J. Bagchi with his

Reno office mates, Lee Rowland [left)

and Rebecca Gasca (right)

Nevada? Leo Wolpert says “the
best part is vindicating people’s
Constitutional rights. It was
surprising to see appreciatory
comments from people who were
ordinarily skeptical of the ACLU,
but then came around when the
ACLU leapt to defend their civil
liberties.”

K.J. feels the benefits are practical,
too. “The experiences I have
gained have been helpful in
understanding the importance of
organizations that take on impact
litigation in communities. I hope to
take these skills and apply them to
organizations fighting for similar
causes.”



